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It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to The Leigh 
Academy.  I thank you for taking an interest in our Academy 
and I hope that you will consider joining us next September 
for the next stage of your education.  
 
The Leigh Academy provides an innovative learning 
experience that aims to inspire, stretch and challenge young 
minds.  
 
Embracing 21st century teaching methods and set in a 37.5 

million pound building, The Leigh Academy is well equipped to support the 
demands of any modern day curriculum. We are proud that The Leigh Academy 
has a firm identity on the educational landscape and that it is recognised both 
locally and nationally.  
 
Our promise is that we support all of our students regardless of their background 
or learning needs.  Everyone can, and does achieve, allowing students to choose 
the right pathway for them, whether this is continuing with their studies at 
University, choosing a specialist apprenticeship training scheme or preparing for 
work.  We are proud of our extensive partnerships with local Academies, 
Businesses, Universities and members of the surrounding community.  
 
Our curriculum allows all students to achieve and make 'good to outstanding' 
progress. We offer a wide selection of traditional A Level, BTEC courses and from 
September International Baccalaureate Diplomas.  We also offer students the 
opportunity to take part in our exciting Football Academy in partnership with 
Dartford Football Club.   
 
Here at The Leigh Academy our students can follow academic or vocational 
pathways, a mixture of both or the International Baccalaureate Careers-related 
Programme.  We believe that our curriculum is tailored to the individual needs of 
all of our students, making the learning experience a truly personal one. 
 
I look forward to receiving your application.   
 
Melanie Lester, Director of Post 16 

Director of Post 16 - Welcome 

 
 
 
 
Ricky Ware 
Director of Learning – Post 16 
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Learning Areas and Subjects 

Science  
 

IB Diploma – Environmental Studies 
A Level Biology 

A Level Chemistry 
A Level Physics 

BTEC Science (Single) or Applied Science  

Business and Finance  
 

IB Diploma – Business Management 
BTEC Business (Single & Double) 

Financial Studies (LIBF) 

Modern Foreign Languages  
 

A Level French  
A Level Spanish 

English and Media  
 

IB Diploma – Language and/or Literature 
A Level English Literature  
IB Diploma – Film Studies  

BTEC Media (Single and Double) 
Media Studies 

Expressive Arts  
 

A Level Fine Art  
A Level Photography 

A Level Graphic Communication 
BTEC Music (Single) 

BTEC Performing Arts (Single) 

Physical Education  
 

A Level Physical Education  
BTEC Sport (Single) 

Mathematics  
 

A level Mathematics 
IB Diploma (SL) Mathematics 

Humanities  
 

IB Diploma - Social and Cultural Anthropology 
IB Diploma - Global Politics  

BTEC Health and Social Care (Single and Double) 
IB Diploma or A Level History 

A Level and IB Diploma - Psychology 

Design and Technology  
 

A Level Product Design 
A Level Textiles 

BTEC Engineering (Single) 

ICT 
 

IB Diploma - IT in a Global Society 
IB Diploma – Computer Science  
BTEC ICT (Single and Double) 

BTEC Digital Media 
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Post 16 Entry Requirements  
 
Our entry requirements to Post 16 have been set to ensure that all students have achieved the 

minimum attainment to enable them to make good progress throughout Key Stage 5.  We offer 

five main pathways at Post 16.  It is important that you choose the correct pathway for you whilst 

also taking into consideration your prior attainment.   
 

 
Pathway 1 – Academic Pathway (AS/A Levels and IB Diplomas) 
 
To be eligible to study AS/A Level and IB Diploma subjects, you should have achieved a 

minimum of 5 A*-B (9-5) GCSE passes including Grade 6 in English Language and 

Mathematics.  In addition to this, we would expect students to have achieved a minimum of a 

B grade in the subject that you wish to pursue at AS/A or IB Diploma Level.  If you have studied 

BTEC Level 2 courses, we would expect you to have obtained Merit and/or Distinction grades.  

Students who study this pathway have secured mostly B grades and above in their GCSE 

subjects.   

 
 

Pathway 2 – Vocational Pathway (BTEC/Financial Studies programmes) 
 
Students in this pathway study a pure vocational programme choosing from our impressive 

range of subjects.  For you to be eligible to study one of our BTEC programmes, you should 

have achieved a minimum of 5 A*-C (9-4) GCSE passes including 4 in English Language or 

Literature and Mathematics.  We would expect you to have achieved a C grade in the subject 

that you wish to pursue or BTEC merit grades.   

 
 

Pathway 3 – Combination Pathway (A mixture of AS/A-Levels/IB Diplomas/BTEC programmes) 

 
Here at The Leigh Academy, we understand the importance of Academic and Vocational 

learning.  We do offer students the opportunity to study AS/A Level and IB Diploma subjects 

alongside Vocational courses.  For you to be eligible to study a mixture of AS/A Level, IB 

Diploma subjects and Vocational courses you should have achieved a minimum of 5 A*-C 

GCSE passes including Grade 6 in English Language or Literature and Mathematics.  For 

AS/A Level and IB Diploma courses, we would expect students to have achieved a minimum of 

a B grade in the subject that you wish to pursue at  A Level.   
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Post 16 Entry Requirements continued… 
Pathway 4 – International Baccalaureate Career-related Programme (IBCP) 
 
The IBCP is one of four integrated programmes offered by the International 
Baccalaureate Organisation, delivered by over 4,500 schools worldwide. The IBCP is a 
flexible Post 16 programme which recognises the need to combine academic, vocational 
and practical learning skills. This programme is a full programme of study and students 
will be required to attend sessions on a Wednesday. 
 
As part of the IBCP students must follow a career related course (BTEC or Vocational 
Programme), 2 IB Diploma Courses and the Core Programme. 
 
The Core Programme is fundamental to the development of students academically, 
personally and socially enhancing the skills they will need in the future and comprises of 
the following components: 

 Reflective Project - this focuses on an ethical issue linked to the careers-related 
element of the programme. This is the only element of the core programme that is 
assessed. 
 

 Personal and Professional Skills Development - for example, conducting 
research, referencing, presentation skills 
 

 Service Learning – a community based project 
 

 Language development involving the acquisition of language and cultural 
awareness. 
 

Pathway 5 – The Dartford Football Academy in partnership with Dartford Football 
Club 
Here at The Leigh Academy, we believe in forging excellent links with our local providers.  
In September 2015, we launched an exciting partnership with Dartford Football Club.  
Students that have passed the DFC Trial have the opportunity to continue with their 
professional training alongside their Academic studies.  To be eligible for this pathway, 
students should have achieved a minimum of 5 A*-C (9-4) GCSE passes including Grade 
4 in English Language and Mathematics.  For A Level and IB Diploma courses, we would 
expect students to have achieved a minimum of a B (7) grade in the subject that you wish 
to pursue at AS/A Level.  Students will study three AS/A Level or IB Diploma subjects or 
BTEC courses or a combination of both, alongside their training with DFC.  More 
information on our exciting DFC partnership is available upon request.     
 
                                                                                                                                           5                          
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Minimum Entry Requirements 
 
Unless stated in the ‘Specific Entry Requirements’ page these are the Minimum Entry 
Requirements to study our Level 3 courses. 
 

Subject Entry Requirements 

International Baccalaureate  
Careers-related Programme 
(IBCP) 

5+ A*-C (9-4) grades in GCSE examinations including 
English and Maths  
 

Academic Qualifications  
(A Levels) 

5 A*-B (9-5) grades in GCSE examinations 
Grade 6 in GCSE English Language 
Grade 6 in GCSE Mathematics 

BTEC Level 3 Qualifications 
 
5+ A*-C (9-4) grades in GCSE examinations 
 

 
 
Entry Requirements to our other LAT16 Academies 
If you are interested in studying a subject at one of our other Academies, It is important 
that you check the entry requirements to ensure that you have met the minimum 
requirement.  
 
Should you have any specific queries regarding our entrance policy, please feel free to 
speak to any member of our Post 16 Leadership Team.  Contact details can be found 
further on in this booklet.  
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Subject Specific Entry Requirements 
In addition to our minimum entry requirements, some of our subjects have specific 
requirements to ensure that you have secured the skills, knowledge and understanding to 
be able to cope with the Academic rigour of the course.     

Subject Entry Requirements 

A level Mathematics 
 

Grade 7 in GCSE Mathematics (not statistics) 
 

A level Sciences: 
Biology and 
Chemistry 
 
Physics 
 
Applied Science 

 
BB in Core and Additional Sciences and 5 in Maths  
 
 
BB in Core and Additional Sciences and 6 in Maths 
 
CC in GCSE science Core and Additional (or CC from 2 of 3 in 
Triple Science) 

A level English 
Literature 
 

Grade 6 in English  

A level Humanities:  
Psychology 
 
History 

 
Grade 6 in English, BB in Science 
 
B in GCSE History and 5 in English 

A Level MFL: 
French or Spanish 

B in GCSE French or Spanish  

A Level PE 
 
 
Sport BTEC 

B in Science, B in the written component of the GCSE PE 
exam. 
 
GCSE PE Grade A-C/ Merit at Level 2 BTEC SPORT. 

A Level Art or 
Photography 

Either a merit in a BTEC Art & Design/Photography, or a GCSE 
grade C in Art & Design/Photography. 

BTEC Music  C in GCSE  Music, or Merit in BTEC  Music, or Merit in BTEC 
Performing Arts (music pathway) 
 
Student must also sing or play an instrument to a good 
standard. 
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Additional Information 
 
Directed Study Sessions 
 
All Post 16 students have timetabled Directed Study Sessions.  These are dedicated study 
periods which are supervised by a qualified teacher.  These periods ensure that students 
are focussed on their studies, developing proactive independent study habits while knowing 
that there is a member of staff at hand to offer help and guidance.   
 
Student Numbers and Viability Disclaimer  
 
Whilst we do all we can to ensure courses run, the curriculum offer is subject to courses 
having viable numbers.  We encourage applicants to select complementary subject choices 
to reinforce skills and maximise success.  This will be discussed with students at interview.   
 
Minimum Subject Policy 
 
All students in Post 16 should study THREE subjects.  This can either be Academic 
subjects (A Levels/IB Diplomas)), Vocational courses or a combination of both.  Most 
students will study three A Level/IB Diploma or BTEC subjects, all of which will be two year 
courses, unless otherwise stated. 
Students wishing to study FOUR subjects can do so, at the discretion of the Admissions 
team. 
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‘Outstanding’ Care and Guidance 
 
All of our Post 16 students engage in an exciting and varied Tutoring Programme.  Our students 
are allocated a personal Tutor who they meet every day.  Their Tutor is the first point of contact 
for all Academic or Pastoral issues.   
 
PSHCRE Programme 
Our Post 16 students take part in a tailored Tutor Time programme, which includes developing 
employability skills, monitoring progress, preparation for ‘next steps’ whether that be university, 
apprenticeships or employment. Part of the programme also encourages them to debate and 
discuss wider social and political issues associated with modern day living.   
 
Peer Mentoring     
Here at The Leigh Academy we understand the impact that older role models have on younger 
students.  To support our younger students both academically and pastorally, we train all of our 
Post 16 students as Peer Mentors.  Through a one day training programme all Peer Mentors 
receive a mentoring diary and a pin badge to enable them to be identified whilst around The 
Academy.  
 
Careers Advice and Guidance   
Our students have access to Leigh Academies Trust Careers Advisor, Lesley Tannock.  She is 
available to meet with students on a one-to-one or group basis.  Lesley has forged outstanding 
links with local universities and businesses.  We use these links extensively to ensure that our 
students are well prepared for their next steps.   
 
University Admissions (UCAS) Pathway 
All of our students have the opportunity to apply for university admissions and the process 
begins in Year 12. Our Higher Education evening supports students to choose the right course, 
to understand the application process and student finance.  Our students are supported 
throughout the entire UCAS process.  Lectures and seminars on how to write a personal 
statement, applying for the right course and student finance are offered, along with supportive 
workshops delivered by The University of Greenwich on gaining a University place.   
 
Apprenticeship and Employability Pathway 
We also value the importance of Apprenticeships and employment routes and launch our 
Apprenticeship and Employability pathway every October.  Local Businesses attend our Higher 
Apprenticeship Evening and give our students an excellent opportunity to network. 
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Post 16 Admissions Guidance 
 

Leigh Academies Trust administers a co-ordinated application process for the following 
academies: 
 

• The Leigh Academy 
• Longfield Academy 
• Wilmington Academy 
• The Leigh University Technical College (UTC) 

 
LAT16 publishes a common application form, which is used by all applicants who wish to apply to 
one (or more) of the above academies. This application form permits each student to apply for up 
to 4 A levels and/or BTEC combination courses subject to approval. Applicants should ensure that 
they study at a maximum of two campuses to restrict travelling. 
 
All applicants will be invited to attend a Guided Choices Meeting to advise them on choices of 
course for chosen careers and likely suitability for courses. A reference and grade predictions will 
be requested from the home school to support the guidance of applicants regarding course 
choices and possible career options. Information obtained through this meeting will not be used in 
any way to make decisions about the offer of a place to study at a LAT16 campus. 
 
Registration forms can be completed on line on this website or by request from Mrs Ludlow on 
01322 620509. Applications should be submitted by 31st January 2017 for entry in September 
2017.  To determine eligibility for admission, LAT16 publishes specific criteria in relation to 
minimum entrance requirements for Year 12 courses based on GCSE grades or other measures 
of prior attainment. (see Entry Requirements). These criteria will be the same for internal and 
external applications to individual academies. These are published on this website and on the 
website of each Academy. 
 
Young people not meeting the grades for their preferred course option may be offered alternative 
courses in line with their preferences if places are available within LAT16.  If Year 12 is 
oversubscribed at any Academy then, after the admission of any students with an Education, 
Health and Care Plan (EHCP) to the LAT16 Academy that is named within the EHCP, criteria will 
be applied as outlined within the Admissions Policy of each academy, as shown on their website. 
 
Offers of places will be made following the Guided Choices Meeting and will be conditional, on the 
student meeting the appropriate course requirements. If places are still available following the 
publication of GCSE results these will be offered to new applicants at the end of August. The 
admissions criteria will be applied if an Academy is oversubscribed at this point. 
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Our Post 16 Leadership Team 
 
Our team of qualified members of staff are here to support you every step of the way. If you 
have a subject specific question, then please speak to your subject teacher in the first 
instance.  Alternatively you can contact any member of our Post 16 Team and they will be 
more than happy to discuss any questions with you.   
 
 
Melanie Lester        Jade Smith    
Director of Post 16                      Co-ordinator of Learning – Post 16 
email: melanie.lester@leighacademy.org.uk  email: jade.smith@leighacademy.org.uk 
phone: 01322 620521      phone: 01322 620400 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jane Wilson-Hart       Julie Austin  
Post 16 Administrator     Transition Co-ordinator (pastoral support) 

email: jane.wilson-hart@leighacademy.org.uk  email: julie.austin@leighacademy.org.uk 
phone: 01322 620439      phone: 01322 620563 
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Subject Fair Floor Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

IBCP talks  
Darwin Maths 
(1st 1st floor) 

Welcome 
Presentations 
(Lecture Theatre) 
 

Careers Advisor 

Dartford Football Club Academy 

Mathematics 

Physical Education 

Expressive Arts (Arts/Music) 

Modern Foreign Languages 

Business 

English,  
Media & Drama Humanities 

Leigh Academies 
Trust Consortium 

(Library) 
Science 

Design & 
Technology 

Our subject fair will be open 
from 6.30pm until 8.30pm.   

 
Please feel free to explore the 
ground floor of our Academy.  
Our members of staff will be 

more than happy to assist you 
and answer any of your 

questions.  

ICT 

University stands 
(Library) 

LAT Alumni  

14 

15 

16 


