LETTER FROM THE PRINCIPAL

-

Dear Parents and Carers

It is a great pleasure to introduce our Winter  newsletter which highlights
some of the academic and sporting success of our young people as well as
their contributions to fund -raising for the Bantubami charity , page 4. There
are so many events that have taken place this year which are contributing

to the social and moral development of our young peo  ple and their wider

education both on and off site.

| am proud to write toyou as Academy Principal in a year which had already
seen so much success. | am sure you will be aware that we have recently
had a robust Ofsted inspection and | am delightedtoa  nnounce that Ofsted
have judged The Leigh to be FGoodS$S
self evaluation that we have in place a team of fantastic leaders who are
driving forward with further improvements to make our Academy such a
great place to wor k and learn. Ofsted also highlighted the strength of our
teachers and staff who support students to achieve their very best and give
them guidance as they move into the next stage of their lives. Ofsted

reported that our students enjoy being here and are  engaged in their
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Key Dates

January
Thursday # ¢ Module 3 begins
(WEEK 2)

Monday &' ¢ Start of Yr10 & 1®/id-
YearExams

Wednesday 18¢ Yrll & 13 Parent
Teacher Day

Monday 1% ¢ Act of Kindness Week

Thursday 18 - Leigh Trust Spelling
Bee

Monday 229 ¢ 239 - Yr9 Vaccinations

learning and value the opportunities available to them with us. You can

see the full Ofsted report on The Leigh Academy website.

| am also pleased to share with you the new s that Faye McGill, co -Principal
has this week given birth to a beautiful baby girl, Zara and both mother

and daughter are doing well.

Itreally is an ex citing time to be at The Leigh  as we continue in our mission

to provide the very best educational experience for our young people.

You will be able to read about our annual Remembrance Service at  which
visitors from Milestone Academy, Dartford P rimary Academy as well as two
veterans representing the British Royal Legion laid wreaths as our
community paid their respects. We have also focused on equality and
diversity and the importance of tolerance and mutual respect for all those

within our Academy community and in the local area.

Monday 22¢¢t | NBy G a Q DNZ dzLJ

Meeting

Wednesday 24 - Ski Lessons

Tuesday 30¢
T Ny Ww2KI3G NS
Workshop
1 Rambert Dance Company
Workshop

f Ski Lessons

Wednesday 3%¢ Yr9 History Trip to
Greenwich

February

Wednesday 7 ¢ Yr8 Parent Teacher
Afternoon

Thursday 8 ¢ End of Module 3
Monday 19' ¢ Module 4 begins

Thursday 2% ¢ Yr8 Guided Choices
Evening

March
Monday "¢t  NBy G&aQ DN

Thursday 8 ¢ Yr8 Digital Footprint
Event

Thursday 2% ¢ End of Module 4

We have a bumper edition of Post 16 articles, showing the many on and
off site events that take place to support our 16 -19 year olds to be
successful in their two years with us and be supported into the next stage

Y é é},?xfféKQ_ ) )
of education, apprenticeships or employment. We have begun teaching
the International Baccalaureate Career -related pathway this year and are
really pleased with the impact that these different IB diplomas and core
courses are having on students learning. See article on page 9 for more

i nformation on this pathway and ou

We are also revamping our Behaviour for Learning Policy and | ask that all
parents/carers familiarise themsel ves with the changes ( on page 17 ) which

will be in place from January.

I would like to thank you all for your ongoing support and | wish you all a

very Merry Christ mas and a festive start to 2018.

Julia Collins

Academy Principal
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English

REMEMBRANCE DAY

. HE LEIGH

Our Year 7 Challenger students had
the opportunity to meet comedian

and author, Harry Hill, at Wilmington

Academy. Harry Hill had teamed up
Remembrance Day 2017 with  WH Smith to celebrate the
l aunch of his new b

Leigh TV is proud to present The Leigh Academy Remembrance Day 2017 in Our students behaved impeccably
memory of those who have lost their lives to conflicts around the world. It and Harry Hill was very impressed
is tradition here at The Leigh that on the Friday before  Remembrance Sunday  With their questions and jokes! Jude
all 1500 students and staff stand on the balconies & winter gardens to  Hall (Yr7 Brunel) even got on stage

demonstrate their respect for those who have been involved  past conflicts. and told a joke! Lots of our students

A ceremony consisting of readings from staff, students and service men from took the opportunity to purchase a
the local area was given followed by 2 mi n u tsiersc& Ceramic poppies  signed copy of his book and have
from the Tower of London were also planted in the C  ollege winter gar dens  |really enjoyed reading it!

asa symboI of remembrance and respect Mrs Adams

Dance

Yrll BTEC dance students performed
for 28 yr8 students at Wilmington

Academy. The performance went
extremely well & Tegan Kear and
Nicole Radzan led a very successful
workshop after. Students worked hard

to create and rehears e the work and

as a result the Yr8 students
thoroughly enjoyed the morning.

Mrs. Culling
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This year, the proceeds of the Christmas Jumper Day will go to Bantabami , an AIDS orphanage in South Africa that
the Academy has been supporting for several years and for whom Post -16 students have been leading this year's
fundraising. One eighth of the population of South Africa is either HIV+ or has AIDS and hundreds of thou sands
of orphans have been created because of this terrible disease. Bantabami is a tiny charity that supports the AIDS
orphans of Pietermaritzburg, near Durban, providing food, clothing and other practical support to the orphans, as

well as the grannies w ho look after them. Without our support, the charity would cease operating, so we thank you

for the donations you have made including those on Christmas Jumper Day this year, which will enable Bantabam i

R

First Aid Training at The Leigh Academy

Over 250 students have participated in critical Resuscitation training via a British Red Cross training programme held

to continue its work in 2018. Ms. Butler

N Bantabarm

Sharing Christ’s love in practical ways with children affected by HIV/AIDS

at The Leigh Academy. The day was spent discussing what students would do if they = found someone unconscious
and the decision s they would make if they were breathing or not breathing.

Students learned how to place people in the recovery position, monitor someone who was unconscious and
resuscitate a person who was not breathing. The stu dents were keen to ask questions and engaged in lots of practical
exercises as well as discussing first aid & emergency situations

The two trainers from the British Red Cross commented on the excellent behaviour of students and their enthusiasm

to learn the basic first aid response. "The Leigh Academy students are a credit to the school with so many wanting

to offer help if they founds omeone in a similar situati onR. Mr Lindar ¢
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Post16

In September, we welcomed 126 new students to Post -16, forming our Year 12 cohort for 2017 -18. On Day 1, students
were inducted to their new lives as the most senior students in the Academy, learning about our PARADE standards
(relating to Punctuality, Attendance, Role-modelling, Attitude, Dress Code and Equality) and how we use VESPA (Vision

- Effort - Systems - Practice - Attitude) to help students to achieve success. They then spent the afternoon enjoying an

F Xtreme Vortex$S expertéamworkskls aticepersohabdetermigation.h e i

On Day 2, students were sent out in tutor groups on a fDart
sites in Dartford (having first worked out where those sites were,  based on the clues they were given) and then take a
photograph in each location that depicted one of the IB Learner Profile Characteristics. Not only did this help students

bond with their new tutor groups but it developed their research skills, explored t heir creativity and helped them see

their town in a new light. It was, however, exhausting, with some students covering 8 miles on foot!

Mr Forcella-Burton
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On 18th October, Year 12 Aspire students - our
highest achieving students at GCSE - visited the
University of Oxford, as part of the Leigh
Academi es TrustSs missi
prepare our most able students for applications
to Russell Group universities. Despite the
horrendous traffic and awful weather en route,
resulting in a late start in Oxford, the day was a
fabulous experience for our students, all of whom
thoroughly enjoyed the trip, which included visits
to Mansfield and es Studéhu
evaluations were overwhelmingly positive, with
one student stating, rl
University would be acce ssible for me before this

trip R

Early in Module 2, the Year 12 Aspire students were
taken to watch F Hei senber g: Th
Principle$S in LondonSs We
attended a workshop, learning how to write a
professional theatre review. The next week, they were
sent independently to wat
and wrote their own revi ew of the performance. Not
only did they have to plan this final trip themselves

but they had to write their reviews and submit them

for professional scrutiny. Thus developing their

analysis & organizational skills
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Post-16 students lead the way in raising money
to sustain the Bantabami Orphanage

In the week running up to World AIDS Day on Friday 1st December, Post -16 students at The Leigh Academy answered

the call to raise enough money to feed, clothe and house the 0 rphans - and the grannies who look after them - of a

South African orphanage for the coming year.

&a nta ba mi

Bantabami, which is a Zulu word that means rour childrenR, wa:
the small South African city of Pietermaritzburg. There, like every community in South Africa, hundreds of children had

been left orphaned by the Al DS epidemic that has swept through sub -Saharan Africa in the last thirty years. The number

of orphans has only been rising in the last two decades. Most of the children are born HIV+, infected in utero by their

mothers, and are left orphaned when their par ents succumb to AIDS, since the South African government does not fund

the antiretroviral medication that prevents HIV from developing into AIDS.

Bantabami is one of thousands of tiny charities that South African citizens have set up to care for the hund reds of
thousands of AIDS orphans now living in the country, who only have very elderly relatives surviving to look after them.

Bant abami provides basic food, clothing and domestic supp
orphanages around Pietermaritzburg. They receive no government support, relying on financial assistance from local
donations and those they receive from The Leigh Acadergp T

to ensure that whatever short lives they live are filled with love, caring and safety.
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Nita Butler, Director of Inclusion at the Academy, is from Pietermaritzburg and,

along with her mother, is a Trustee of the charity. She and Lee  Forcella-Burton,
Director of Post -16 at the Academy, have been fundraising for Bantabami for the

last 16 years, with staff and students at The Leigh Academy and another Kent
school , raising in excess of A16,000 in
funds in August this year and this crisis led to Mr Forcella -Burton asking Post-16

students to step in and raise A500, w h

Bantabami could continue its vital work throughout 2018.

Dozens of students came forward to help, s elling World AIDS Day red ribbons and organising a big fundraising event in
the Academy restaurant over lunchtime on Friday 1st December. At the time of  writing, staff and students have raised an
incredible A 5 2ih just one week! The total donation of A 1 1 3vil mean that Bantabami can fulfil its mission for the
coming year.

Thank you

On behalf of the orphans and grannies, thank you to everyone who volunteered their time and effort and everyone who
donated money - you have all done something tru ly wonderful and life -changing.

This is only the beginning...
This year Ss Chr i-sibtmecemhbu-myll also raideafynds for Bantabami, with all the money raised going
to provide a small Christmas present for each of the orphans and grannies , as well as funding further developments of

the work of the charity, enabling them to reach out to yet more abandoned children.

Can you help?
Please look out for future announcements about our work with Bantabami and the ways that you can offer support.
Whether you are an individual, a family or a representative of a business, we would sincerely appreciate your assistance.

If you would like to find out how you can help, please contact lee.forcellaburton@leighacademy.org.uk to find out more.



mailto:lee.forcellaburton@leighacademy.org.uk
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Post-16 Opeﬁ Evéning 2017_
On 22nd November, the Academy welcomed over 500

visitors to our Post -16 Open Evening, where guests heard
talks from staff and students about life in our Post -16 in the
Lecture Theatre, experienced a presentation in the Post -16
Study Centre about the IB Career -related Programme, visited
an array of subject stalls in the Restaurant (speaking to staff
and students about the 40 courses we are offering in
September 2018) and we re treated to refreshments in our
specially set up piano bar, where Year 12 students provided
musical accompaniment to the whole event. We were also
privileged to host Robert Tibbott, a representative from the
International Baccalaureate Schools & Colleges Association
(IBSCA), who spoke about the benefits that following this
pathway has for students as they move onto the next stage
The buzz of excitement and interest was extraordinary, with
visitors commenting unanimously on the fantastic welcome
they had received. This is a typical response we received,

when we asked a visitor how they had enjoyed their

experience:
r The whole evening was warm, friendly and welcoming, from
the moment we walked through the doors. Everyone was happy to share information and seemed caring and

passionate about their subjects. What a great and successful event!.

(Lee Forcella-Burton)

Following on The LeighSs accreditation as an | B  Worl
Management, Computer Science, English Lit/Lang, Film Studies, Global Politics, IT in Global Society, Mathematical
Studies, Psychology & Social and Cultural Anthropology this year to Post 16 students & we will be able  to expand
our | B offer to include Geography & E conomics from September 2018. The IB Career -related Programme is designed
for students aged 16 -19. Students who follow this pathway un dertake a minimum of two IB Diploma courses, a core
consisting of four components (personal & professional skills, service learning, reflective project and language
development) and a career related study such as a BTEC qualification. This combination of courses dev  elops students
academically through the rigour of the IB diplomacy & provides practical, real world approaches to learning whist the
CP Core helps students to develop skills & competencies required for lifelong learning. If you would like to find out

more about studying the IBCP at The Leigh, then the IBCP brochure is on The Leigh Academy website. If you would

like to apply for a place in our Post 16 for September 2018 then please do so via our academy website.



