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Supporting your child’s reading 

Let your child see you as a reader. There is 
nothing like having a positive role model. 
If they see you do it, they will think it is 
the “norm”. 
Buy or borrow two copies of a book and 
have a competition to see who finishes 
first. 
Choose books that connect to the interests 
of your child e.g. football fiction for a 
keen sports fan or vampire fiction for 
those interested in the supernatural. 
Buy the book when your child watches a 
film they have enjoyed. 
Buy age appropriate magazines as a treat. 
Discuss magazine and newspaper articles 
with your child. Get them to read them 
and see what they think of a topical issue. 
Let them read their favourite types of 
books, magazines and comics but 
encourage them to read more challenging 
texts too. 
Encourage your child to visit the school 
library or to buy a book from the local 
bookshop. 
Take time to ask your child about their 
reading. They do DEAR (Drop Everything 
And Read) once a week during tutor time 
so they should always be reading a book. 
Consider alternative reading formats e.g. 
kindle, iPad, web articles etc. 
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Reading
Why is reading so important?  

Reading is important because...  

In everyday life we are surrounded by large 
quantities of reading material that we need to 
understand.  
It is a skill used in every subject. 
It helps to develop your vocabulary. 
It helps to develop imagination and empathy. 
It is enjoyable. 
”There is good evidence to suggest that young 
people that read for pleasure daily perform 
better in reading skills tests than those who 
never do.” DFE 
There is an element of reading in every 
examination paper taken by children, even 
maths. The more a child reads, the greater their 
vocabulary and comprehension of texts. 

My child never reads. How can I get them 
to read? 

Read a book to or with your child. 
Consider buying them a kindle fire or some e-
books. 
Find a book or text about a subject they are 
particularly interested in. 

My child reads all the time. How can I 
challenge them further? 

Look at this website for a list of suitable books 
for their age range.  

What kind of questions should I ask my 
child about their reading? 

What do you like/dislike about this book? 
How does it make you feel? 
What do you think might happen next?

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/secondary-ks3-ks4-reading-lists/


Supporting your child’s writing 

Ensure your child has access to a  
dictionary and a thesaurus (book or online) 
and praise them for using interesting 
words e.g. What’s a different word for…? 
Discuss your child’s written work with 
them when looking through their books or 
folders. 
Encourage your child to draft their written 
homework first before completing a final 
version for longer pieces. They should also 
proof read their work and check their 
spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
Encourage your child to do as much writing 
as possible rather than just typing. Most 
exams will have a written element to 
them and they must feel confident when 
writing for longer periods of time.
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Writing
Why is reading so important?  

Writing is important because...  

It is a life skill. 
It allows you to be able to express ideas 
coherently and show your understanding of a 
topic. 
It is a skill used in every subject and is key to 
getting the best marks. 
It is often the first impression that prospective 
employers have of you. 

My child doesn’t use punctuation 
correctly. What should I do? 

Ask them to read their work aloud so they can 
see where they need to pause, and prompt 
them to think about their punctuation. 
Refer them to grammar lookup website to 
check their work. 

My child doesn’t write in enough detail. 
What should I do? 

Give them a set amount that they have to 
complete e.g. 10 lines or half a page. 
Read through their work and ask them 
questions e.g. Why? What else can you say?  

I can’t read my child’s handwriting. What 
should I do? 

Make sure your child is using a suitable pen. A 
thin nib (e.g. fineliner) is better than using a 
biro. 
Your child can print their writing rather than 
using joined up if it is that illegible.

https://www.grammarlookup.com/


Supporting your child’s reading 

Conversation is the only way to improve 
oracy and this impacts directly on 
vocabulary. Conversation at home benefits 
oracy skills at school and improves your 
child’s chances in examinations. 
Make time to talk to your child about what 
they have been learning, encouraging 
them to explain a topic. Try to get them to 
use and explain subject specific 
vocabulary or define words in a clearer 
way. 
Encourage your child to rehearse with you 
if they need to give a presentation in any 
subject. 
Encourage them to use more interesting 
vocabulary by asking them to explain ideas 
in a different way. 
Encourage your child to watch a wider 
range of television programmes including 
the news and listen to different styles of 
speech, discussing what they see and hear. 
Encourage them to see another person’s 
view and discuss with them how things 
could be seen differently by different 
people and why.
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Oracy
What is oracy and why is it important?  

Oracy is the ability to express yourself fluently in 
speech and respond to others appropriately. 

Oracy is important because...  

It is a life skill used both socially and 
professionally. 
It allows you to articulate your views clearly. 
It is an important factor in forming people’s 
impression of you. 
It allows you to have a voice to offer opinions. 
The act of speaking helps you think through an 
idea. 

My child only ever gives one or two word 
answers. How can I encourage them to say 
more? 

Ask them questions to help them expand on 
their answers e.g. Why do you think that? How 
could that have happened? 

My doesn’t speak with confidence. How 
can I help them? 

Talk to them about a topic which they are more 
confident with so they are used to speaking e.g. 
their favourite sport or music.  
Give them a structure for their speaking using 
questions e.g. Who is involved? What are they 
doing? Why are they doing that? 

My child uses a lot of slang terms. How 
can I encourage them to use more 
standard forms? 

Ask them to explain the terms they use and 
help them find alternatives. 
Correct them when they use slang terms and 
ask them to give them the alternatives.
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